Testimony

I do not believe that a member of the church can have an active, vibrant testimony of the gospel without keeping the commandments. A testimony is to have current inspiration to know the work is true, not something we receive only once. The Holy Ghost abides with those who honor, respect, and obey God’s laws. And it is that Spirit which gives inspiration to the individual.



Pres. Ezra T. Benson

We should be patient in developing and strengthening our testimonies. Rather than expecting immediate or spectacular manifestations, though they will come when needed, we should pray for a testimony, study the scriptures, follow the counsel of our prophet and other Church leaders, and live the principles of the gospel. Our testimonies then will grow and mature naturally, perhaps imperceptibly at times, until they become driving forces in our lives.



Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Elder Bruce R. McKonkie  (Austraia Area Conference, 1976)

Primary elements contained in a testimony:

When we say we have a testimony of this work, we mean three things in particular: 1) that we know by the revelations of the Holy Spirit to our souls that Jesus is the Lord, that he was born into the world as the literal Son of God, that he came with the power of immortality because God was his father and he was thereby able to work out the infinite and eternal atoning sacrifice. The atonement of the Lord Jesus is the most important single thing in all revealed religion.

2) Is that God has in these last days through the instrumentality primarily of Joseph Smith, restored anew the knowledge of Christ and the knowledge of salvation.

3) Great truth in a testimony is to know that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints as now constituted with a prophet as its presiding officer is the kingdom of God on earth.

The time will come when no man nor women will be able to endure on borrowed light. Each will have to be guided by the light within himself. If you do not have it, how can you stand?”  Heber C. Kimball. (life of Heber C. Kimball, 449-50.)

Pres. Harold B. Lee :  The real strength of the Church is to be maeaured by the individual testimonies to be found in the total membership of the Church.  (Mexico Area Conf. 1972).

Pres. Spencer W. Kimball:  To hold his testimony one must bear it often and live worthy of it>\.”  CR Oct. 1944.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie: If the sole source of one’s knowledge or assurance of the truth of the Lord’s work comes from reason, or logic, or persuasive argument…it is not a testimony of the gospel.”  (Mormon Doc. P. 785)

