Journal of Jerry S. Harris
My younger days were marked with frequent moves and new addresses—all within the same city. However by the time I was in the fifth grade we were settled in a house on the s active in the various outskirts of Independence, Mo. I was always active in sports and was usually above average in school work. We lived too far for me to attend primary regularly, but other church activities were keep up. In 1960 we moved into town to live on Short Street. My parents had purchased a dry cleaning and laundry and needed to be closer to it. Here I started High School. I even tried out for the freshman basketball team, didn’t quiet make it—I blame it on being too short, for I was a better shooter than many others. I was relatively quite and shy in these next few years. In my Jr. year I was in Student council and was more outgoing and even dated some. I joined the drama club and was active in church sports. I was also on the ward basketball team. My Sr. year in High School (1964) our ward team won the church regional championships and went to Salt Lake City to play. We didn’t win much there, but it was fun.
I worked at Penney’s selling shoes that summer to prepare for college. I had been working at  my parents cleaners and laundry for the previous 4 years. I earned my eagle in 1963  and was active in our Explorer post.

In the fall of 1964  I went to BYU for my freshman year. I didn’t date much. and was kind of lonely that year. My grades were only average. In March of 1965 I decide to go on a mission for the church. So in June of 1965 I left to Bristol, England headquarter for the Southwest British Mission. That part of my life is recorded in my written journals .In July of 1967 I returned home from my mission. I went out to the Y for summer school 2 weeks after returning. I meet Sue Martin in the spring of 1968 and in March of 1969 we were engaged and on June 4th of that year we were married in the Los Angles Temple. I received my B. S. degree from BYU in May of 1970. While at BYU I was active in school government and in Psi Chi I was active in the various wards and held such positions as teacher trainer and Aaronic Priesthood Secretary.

 In July of 1970 I was drafted ino the U.S. Army. I went to basic training in Fort Lenordwood, Mo. Sue stayed with my parents at this time. I then went to Fort Ord,  Ca. for 8 weeks. Then to Fort Benning, Ga. Where Sue joined me. After that I was sent to Fort Riley. KS. in March of 1971. While at Ft. Riley we attended the Junction City Branch of the church. I served as 2nd counselor in the Branch Presidency. I was released from the Army on Jan.24, 1972. We had some wonderful experiences in the church while in Junction City. 

In May 31, 1971 the church dedicated the Independence Visitors Center. We were able to attend this wonderful occasion. The weather was very stormy and the opening prayers voiced that the dedication be completed. So the powers held the skies and rain storm till just after the closing prayer. It was wonderful event in all. I was able to meet Pre. Kimball at this time also in Wichita Ks. At a stake conference.
Now  we have moved to a new chapter in our lives. We have  move back to BYU for me to complete my Master’s degree in School Psychology. One of  great blessing is being close to the Provo temple. We have been able to go often and enjoy it. Sue and I have begun adoption procedures in November of 1972. and in February of 1973 we had our individual interviews. We have been concerned over not being able to have children.
I am serving as the Branch clerk here at BYU and since May, 1972, Sue serves as the Branch Libarian. I have really enjoyed working with President Frank Santiago. He is really a great person. 

Sue and I moved in Sept. 1973 to West Covina, CA. I am working as a school psychologist for the West Covina Unified School District. Sue became preganant in March of 1972--however we lost the baby in Sept 8th  (buried at Glendor, Ca. Oakdale Memorial). I have just been called to serve as the Priest’s advisior in the West Covina ward by Bishop Raile (Nov. 1973)
